
DRAFT MINUTES
HOE NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM

HELD 25 OCTOBER 2017

Present Fleur Ball
Mary Brinsley
Sue Dunn
Hugh Janes
Joan Jackson
Muriel Jewell
Debbie Jones
Hilary Kolinsky
Dave Morrish
Chris Penberthy
Sally Pope
Maureen Pickard
Paul Rainford
Karen Sanders
Karen Thurston
Penny Tarrant
Keith Tarrant
Corinne Turscott
Pam Ward
Martin Worrall
Carole Worrall

Apologies Peter Mehigan
Barry Huxley
Teresa and Kevin O’Sullivan
Paul Spackman
Dave Ward

36 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Agreed.

37 Matters Arising

None, other than as agenda items.

38 Neighbourhood Plan

This is a formalised, consultative process, and democratic within the Forum area.  Its
purpose is to create an environment where it will encourage visitors, keep residents 
happy, and help businesses to thrive.  The Forum has funding of £5,500 to March 
2018, the balance of a maximum grant of £9,000 can be applied for next year.   



Hannah Sloggett, whose current role is with Strategic Planning at Plymouth City 
Council will be leaving PCC and setting up a community business.  Given her 
experience and familiarity with Plymouth, she has been engaged as a consultant for 
the Forum to help with the Neighbourhood Plan.  She will attend the next meeting, 
after she leaves PCC.  She brings a wealth of experience and is a member of the 
Royal Town Planning Institute, and is strongly community-minded.  She will be able 
to advise on widening participation to draw in representatives and stakeholders from 
more residents, the MoD, hospitality, trade, cafes, Plymouth House, the GP’s 
surgery, the pharmacy and part of the funding will pay her fees.  The rest will be 
used for room hire, advertising and postage.  

39 Technical Support Bid

There are several different aspects that the Forum needs technical assistance with, 
and AECOM are the preferred consultants, with particular expertise with design 
codes.  Help will be needed in establishing a set of guidelines for potential 
developments, sympathetic materials, heights and public realm issues, such as 
paving materials, fences and benches.  The first meeting with AECOM will be on 16 
November and the Committee members, and will then be widened for fuller Forum 
participation.  The bid has raised £6,000 and the first stage in the process will be a 
plan of work from them, for which there will be stage payments.  

40 Logo

After several workshops the logo design had been agreed, and encapsulates the 
values of the Hoe Neighbourhood Forum, while differentiating us from others.  
Graham Nesbitt will attend the November meeting to present it to the Committee.  It 
will be paid for with the Councillor Grants and will be used on the Forum’s website.

41 Hoe Planting Scheme and Parks for People  

Pam Ward presented ideas for creating a botanical garden for the Hoe, along the 
lines of the planting scheme used in Roscoff, which connects the City with its past 
and exploration (see Addendum 1).  Suggestions as to sources of funding including 
the Parks for People for the creation of the planting scheme were made.  Pam made 
an appeal for someone to take the lead on the project.

Several aspects of the impacts in cuts in council funding were discussed, such as 
hedges being removed and replaced with fencing due to the cost of maintenance.  It 
was hoped the Hoe would look at its best for the Mayflower 400 celebrations, and it 
was felt that HNF should be included in Plymouth City Council’s policy and budget 
setting that affect the Hoe.  The Waterfront Partnership is a stakeholder, and if funds 
were secured from Parks for People, Plymouth City Council has an obligation to 
support the bid, for which a masterplan must be in place.  The deadline for 
applications is 28 February 2018.  Penny told the meeting she would shortly be 
meeting with Gareth Harrison-Poole, but would not be able to take the lead on a 
Parks for People application.  Chris Penberthy said he would discuss this with 
Gareth, and Pam would contact Sarah Gibson to see if support would be available 
through the Waterfront Partnership.



Action PT, CP, PW

42 Plymouth Octopus / Esme Fairburn Foundation

Plymouth Octopus is the co-ordinator for grant applications from the Esme Fairburn 
Foundation, which has £1.25m to invest in community groups and services for 
environmental grants; a source of indirect funding from which the Hoe could benefit.  
Applications must have the support of the relevant Council department.  

43 The Box Development

Hardhat tours are available on Friday afternoons.

44 Planning

44.1 Registry Office

Penny Tarrant, Chris Penberthy, Paul Rainford and Hilary Kolinsky had met with 
Graham Lobb, Architect, to discuss alternative visions for the Registry Office site.  
Contributions from PCC officers, such as Hannah Sloggett and Paul Barnard were 
still needed, but in the meantime the group discussed alternative visions.  The site 
size is only really suitable for housing or a hotel, hospitality and conference centre 
with space for breakouts such as workshops and training, which Plymouth currently 
lacks, rather than a mix of uses.

44.2 Peirson House

27 objections had been sent, as well as further objections from Historic England and 
Hoe Neighbourhood Forum.  It will be before the Committee on Thursday 16 
November.  The meeting starts at 2.00 pm.

44.3 Astor House

The retrospective planning permission for non-educational use outside term time had
generated two letters of support and many objections.  This issue came to light as 
other councils had applied business rates to student accommodation let outside term
times.

A discussion followed on the approach of future letters of objection and support for 
planning applications.  It was agreed that a majority position would dictate HNF’s 
approach, but no definitive figure was agreed as to how the majority would be 
defined such as 50:50, 60:40 or two-thirds.  Penny will contact other forums to find 
out how they approach this issue.

Action PT

44.4 1620 Public Realm

https://planning.plymouth.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
https://planning.plymouth.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=OVYV6DMMK3R00
https://plymhearts.org/whats-on/hardhattour-nov2017/
https://plymhearts.org/thebox/
https://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/home
http://plymouthoctopus.org/


Penny had attended a meeting with John Henley, Paul Spackman and John 
Douglass of PCC to discuss the wildflower planting area, lighting of memorials, 
reinstatement of lighting at the entrances to the Hoe itself, paving and planning.  

45 Conflict of Interest Register

It was agreed that this was unnecessary for Forum members as this is a matter of 
trust between members.  

46 Parking Review

Karen Thurston and Paul Rainford had conducted a review of parking on the Hoe, 
which had revealed that permits are being issued to builders at an annual cost to 
them of £300 which entitles them to parking in residents’ spaces.

Penny and Karen met with Amanda Lumley, Sarah, Tom Cox (Mayflower 400) and 
they agreed to provide us with information, however, the latest information available 
is from 2015 which is now out of date.  It covers hotels, B&B’s guest house, student 
and serviced flats, but includes the whole of the city, so we may need to conduct our 
own survey, although the number of hotel beds is probably still accurate.

47 Events

A vote of thanks was made to Sue Dunn who organised the inaugural HNF event in 
the University’s marquee.  It was hoped this would be an annual event.

The logo launch could be combined with a Christmas event.  It was recognised that 
this might now have to be in the new year.

Action SD, SP, FK

48 Any Other Business

Concern was expressed that the removal of traffic lights at the northern end of 
Athenaeum Street appeared to have a detrimental effect on traffic on Citadel Road 
leading to the Hoe Approach junction.  The Transport Officer has said that the speed
at which traffic is cornering near the Walrus pub and Mulgrave Street was a hazard 
as no alterations had been made to the kerb to reflect the new arrangements.

Greenpeace held a litter-picking event on the Foreshore between the Lido and 
RPCYC which resulted in 30 bin bags of rubbish and bike and chair frames being 
removed, much of which had been there for several years. 

49 Date and Time of Next Meeting

Wednesday 22 November at 6.30 pm at the Bowling Club.


