
 MINUTES OF
THE HOE NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM MEETING

HELD ON 26 SEPTEMBER 2018

1 PT opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  

2 Apologies were received from:  Janice Cawthorn, Mary and Pete Brinsley, 
Andrew Welch, Barry Huxley, Pam and Dave Ward and Debbie Jones, Hugh 
Janes and Ben Cooper

3 Minutes of the Previous Meeting  

Agreed, with the amendment that Cllr Pete Smith is the lead on the Nancy Astor 
statue proposal, not Cllr Chris Penberthy (Item 2).

4 Merchant Navy Monument  

Paul Willerton gave a presentation on the plans for a merchant navy memorial 
on the Hoe.  Plymouth City Council has suggested it should be on the Hoe, near 
Drake’s statue and roughly the same height as the RAF memorial.   £170,000 
funding is being sought, most of which has been raised.  It is to be made of 
granite, 16’ tall in total and modelled on ‘The Watchkeeper’ who wears 1940 – 
1975 uniform in a duffle coat.  A planning application will be submitted in 
October, which is supported by English Parks and Gardens, and English 
Heritage in principle.  It is hoped to unveil the statue on 3 September 2019, 80 
years after the first WW2 merchant navy loss.

.
4 Gareth Simmons:  Lighting on the Hoe

Plymouth City Council is exploring the possibility of extending the lighting of 
features in the public domain which was a Labour Party Pledge.  Projects 
completed to date have included Charles Cross Church, Smeaton’s Tower, the 
Mayflower Steps and Mountbatten Tower.  Suggestions are sought from 
interested parties for other suitable sites.

http://mnmonument.uk/


Temporary installations are made for specific events; the plan looks at the key 
monuments that need lighting, and further infrastructure that would complement 
any new installation.  Planning, Listed Building Consent and Scheduled Ancient 
Monument permissions and approvals would be needed.  English Heritage 
grants are available to promote assets. The current sites that are being 
considered are:

1. The Belvedere
2. Drake’s statue
3. Britannia’s statue
4. RAF Memorial
5. Royal Navy Memorial
6. The Boer War Memorial
7. The trees around the Citadel, rather than the Citadel itself.

West Hoe Park is not currently on the list.  It was noted that as with Mountbatten 
Tower disturbance to wildlife, particularly bats, needed to be considered.

A permanent power supply would reduce the cost, and mean fewer generators 
would be needed which would reduce noise at events such as Armed Forces 
Day, Ocean City Sounds and University Graduations.  This is aspirational at the 
moment, with Western Power needing to upgrade their existing power 
substations at a cost of £120,000.  

Drake’s statue and the RAF memorial could be lit simply and quickly, both 
requiring only permissions from the Crown, Plymouth City Council, listed building
consent and their owners.

For the planned Illuminate 2020 Festival the proposal is to get funding for a light 
show to open and close the 2020 celebrations, which is not the same project.  
However, if the lighting infrastructure were to be created as part of the Mayflower
400 celebrations, it would be a lasting legacy for Plymouth.

5 Hilary Kolinski:  The Reel Cinema

HK outlined an alternative vision for the Reel Cinema building, which is under 
threat.  Using the current cinema space, the Gala Bingo hall and an unused 
space at the rear of the building, the proposal imagines a vintage live 
performance venue with a café and bar in the current Gala section.  A business 
plan and funding required is being developed, with the knowledge that there is a 
planning application for the site which envisages furnished apartments, without 
any parking.  There is no dedicated chamber music venue in the area, which 
would be used three nights a week. 

The site is a ‘nominated asset of community value’ which the community has a 
right to bid on.  The site owners had already opened negotiations with a 
developer, and if that proposed sale falls through it might be saved, but it is 
within the owner’s rights to develop it.  If the proposed sale falls through, the 
community would have six months to raise the funding needed, which is thought 
to be in the region of £2 million.  

https://www.mayflower400uk.org/events/


6 Planning Applications

Please see documents circulated 28 September.

7 Plymouth House

Everyone should, by now, have received a copy of the Escalation Procedures.

Problems were continuing, with needles, bottles and rubbish left in local 
premises’ gardens, and the promised patrols were not taking place.  There had 
been less parking in the alley, other than a persistent resident from Plymouth 
House.  Members said that while staff were polite and seemed obliging when told
about problems for local residents, no action was taken.  Cllr Penberthy said that 
double yellow lines would be painted in one section of the alley; the other end 
may be done in the future.

Ward Councillors have reported that there is evidence that two, three or four 
vehicles were causing an obstruction in Mulgrave Street.  Cllr Penberthy said 
that he would ask for Street Enforcement to monitor the situation, but pointed out
that putting double yellow lines in would be at a cost of one to two thousand 
pounds and might jeopardise the Leigham Terrace pedestrian proposals.

8 Aecom Report

The Report had been signed off and should be out by the next meeting.  

9 Waterfront Partnership

The Interreg Bid is to be submitted in October.  The suggested swimming rafts 
would necessitate lifeguards to be on duty twenty-four hours a day, seven days a
week, and as this is unaffordable, Plymouth City Council cannot bid for the rafts 
to be funded.

10 Registry Office Site

There are three proposals that need to be worked up.

11 Blue Placques

Four are to be put in place to honour local suffragettes and suffragists:
1 Alfred Street
2 Citadel Court
3 Art College
4 Portland Square

12 Visitor Plan Workshop: Destination Plymouth

Erica Tiller is attending the above workshop on behalf of the Forum, which will 
develop the Plan for the next 20 years of the Visitors’ Economy.  Please make 



any suggestions or comments to Penny or Erica.  Output from this workshop will 
be circulated.

13 Post-Ocean City Sounds Walk

PT, CP and Victoria Allen, PCC will walk the Hoe with a view to restoring fixtures 
and fittings to their places following Ocean City Sounds.  Following the Gun Run 
the white lines are still in place on the tarmac and require removal; the electrical 
box on Elliot Street the grass has not been made good and the benches 
removed for OCS and graduation have not be re-instated.  Cars had been 
parked on the grass, damaging the sward.

14 Any Other Business

There will be a 6.00 am bugle call on Sunday 11 November to mark the 
anniversary of the end of World War One.

A vote of thanks was made to Sue Dunn for organising the post-graduation party.

14 Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 24 October at 7.00 pm at the Bowling Club (when we hope the 
heating will be on.)  

This meeting will focus on ideas for the Register Office site / south Armada Way 
only.  Please join us if you have time and ideas to commit to this project.


