
HNF Neighbourhood Plan Working Group
MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 27 MARCH 2019

Apologies were received from:  David Carson, Jacky Clift, Ben Cooper, Hugh Janes, Debbie 
Jones, Hilary Kolinsky, Paul Spackman, Jess Vaughan

1 Chris Penberthy chaired the progress meeting on the Neighbourhood Plan as PT had
a sore throat.  Given the recent approval of the Plymouth Plan (a strategic policy overview of
the City’s future direction through education, healthy communities and PCC’s aspirations) 
and Joint Local Plan (how those objectives are delivered), the Forum is now in a stronger 
position to aim the NP so that it sits comfortably within the Council’s framework. 

It should be noted that the JLP covers an area bounded by Okehampton, Kingsbridge and 
the Tamar and includes a number of supplementary documents, and not all of it is relevant 
for Plymouth, or even the Forum area.  It would extremely helpful if the sections that are 
relevant to the Forum area could be produced in an easily accessible format, rather than 
having to use the whole document.  Key planning policies for the Hoe and adjoining areas 
are also part of the Plymouth Plan and would be particularly relevant.  It was agreed that CP 
would ask JV if this information could be made available in a PDF format. 

Action  CP

2 There are still funding pots that the Forum can apply for – Residual Legacy Funding 
and a Technical Grant because we are a super-complex NF.  Jacky Clift is progressing this.

3 CP has identified a common methodology for published Neighbourhood Plans, by 
putting planning first and then fitting the community’s wishlist around it.  It is his suggestion 
that our approach should be to take a broad look at the themes and then feed the 
community’s wish list into the Council’s planning objectives.  

An example would be the Radford Park Tennis Courts which the community wants updated, 
and which fits into the planning objectives because it could be funded by using Section 106 
funds.  

The NF’s constitution and guidelines are broad enough to use this approach.  



4 There is a wealth of information available on all nine themes, some of which overlap. 
It will not be necessary to have a working group on Guiding Development, but the big 
themes are:  
Green and Blue with the Environment, Play and Sport are all linked and overlap.  
Pedestrians and Transport fit well together, as do 
Quality of Life, Sense of Community, together with Health and Well-being.  
Culture, Tourism and the Economy overlap as do 
Employment and Skills

The Aecom report is particularly good on Planning and Heritage assets which fits well with 
Conservation.

5 CP handed out pro formas, the first headed Themes which listed:

Green and blue: Public open spaces; parks; public realm; play; sport; foreshore; sea
Pedestrians and transport: Improving connectivity – land and sea
Heritage assets: Conservation, preservation, building tomorrow’s heritage today
Quality of Life:  A strong sense of community; inclusion; health and wellbeing; education, 
safety
Culture, tourism and the economy: Economic development; employment and skills; retail

6 CP’s second handout headed ‘Theme’ is numbered 1 – 8:
1 By 2034 we think the Hoe will ….
2 The Plymouth Plan says…
3 Our consultation with residents, visitors and businesses says …
4 The St Andrews School Year 5 Hoe Plans say …
5 The AECOM reports say …
6 The evidence to back what we are sayng is …
7 The Joint Local Plan says …
8 We know that adjacent to the HNF boundary this could have impact …

Each of the eight sections can be populated by the information collected to date as a uniform
approach to writing the Neighbourhood Plan, expanding the Themes listed on the first 
handout.  

There would thus be a commonality of approach, starting with a vision of what the Hoe 
should look like in 2034, ie 15 years’ time.  

The aim of tonight’s meeting was to populate the first section of each individual Theme 
sheet, ‘By 2034 we think the Hoe will .…’

Please see attached annotated pro formas for discussion content.

The Plymouth Plan identifies some work on the above themes, which are also included in 
the Joint Local Plan.  FB to identify applicable sections in a searchable format.
Action FB

CP said that PDFs are available for Plymouth’s key planning policies for the Hoe and 
adjoining areas, so it’s in an easily accessible format for each of the Themes, and will ask JV
for these.

Action CP



General Action Points

Theme Groups to carry on what’s been started.
All Groups:  To present something for the next NP meeting in two months (22 May 2019)

PT To encourage local residents / businesses to get involved, give feedback and provide
any relevant information.
PT To ask JV to attend to assess what’s been achieved

Mike Thomasson and Karen Thurston to liaise with regard to Pedestrians and Transport

7 For Information

The Waterfront Bid has information on businesses in the Waterfront Masterplan.
The new Visitor’s Plan is available.

8 Next Meeting

The next general Forum meeting will be held on Wednesday 24 April;
The next Neighbourhood Plan working group meeting will be held on Wednesday 22 May;
both to be at 7.00 pm at the Bowling Club.


