
MINUTES
25 AUGUST 2021

HOE NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM – Via Zoom due to Covid-
19 

1. Welcome and Apologies
Apologies were received from Peter and Rachel Tyler, and Joan Jackson.

 Penny Tarrant (PT) welcomed members to this meeting of HNF (via Zoom), 
including Ward Councillor Chris Penberthy (CP), new member Angela and 
guest speaker Suzi Cumberland from Redrok.
 Unfortunately guest PCSO Tracy Cunningham was unable to join the meeting
due to policing responsibilities on the night.

2. Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed as a fair and accurate 
report by Kim Stevenson and seconded by Ana Lambert.
PT commented that she hopes to follow up the noise monitoring issue with 
Sgt Davison. 

3. Councillors Report (CP)

CP advised that it had been a quiet month at the Council, other than the 
intense activity involved around the tragic situation at Keyham. CP 
commented that it has been a hard time for all.
PT asked whether HNF could do anything to assist with the aftermath.
CP suggested a possible fundraiser, as support will be needed for years to 
come. This was acknowledged and will be given consideration.

Barry Huxley (BH) asked about the new charging points at the top of Lockyer 
St, and future plans. BH commented on the difficulties with parking for 



residents this summer, and PT queried whether some Barbican residents had
been granted zone H permits recently.
CP said that he wasn’t aware of this, unless applicants are less than truthful 
about their residential address, but he will enquire.
Action:    CP
Martin Worrall (MW) noted that the yellow lines off Alfred St are due to be 
repainted. As a result of Pierson House development, there has been some 
re-tarmacing but the yellow lines have not been replaced in that area. This 
has resulted in parked cars becoming a persistent problem, with cars being 
blocked in, and some vehicles being parked permanently for weeks. MW 
suggested that as applications for zone H permits are on-line, it is potentially 
possible for people not updating their address after moving from the area but 
still using this for obtaining a permit. Perhaps a proof of address could be 
required every year.
CP will investigate.
Action: CP

PT remarked that the pedestrian crossing on Notte St near The Walrus is 
hazardous, as the traffic lights have no ‘green man’ lights. Therefore 
pedestrians have to judge by the traffic movement whether to cross.
CP will enquire about this.
Action: CP 
PT expressed her thanks to CP for joining the meeting and taking time to 
take questions and act on HNF behalf at what is a very difficult time for the 
council.
 

4. Planning Report (MW) 

The planning report was sent out prior to the meeting, to allow members to 
consider it before the meeting.

There are 3 new applications:
 The Citadel – to replace various old/broken CCTVs etc.
 23 Lockyer St – to change from commercial to 5 rental flats
 12 Millbay Rd – on the site of the Mount Pleasant pub, to become 

temporary parking.
The group have considered the proposed changes to 131 Hoe Rd – Pier 1. 
The proposal includes substantial increase in size to the property, with 
significant changes to the look of the heritage building, and also a removal of 
right of access to the foreshore. This used to be public domain but when PCC 
agreed the lease with Pier 1, the right of access was removed. The group 
believe that with seating extending across the foreshore this will block public 
access. Originally the building was changing rooms, and this will be altered 
significantly. The balcony could be reduced and the proposed fully glazed 
frontage changed the look of the foreshore.  Removal of stone and brickwork 
to facilitate the glazing could be reconsidered.
Discussion around the right of access and the legal/public rights took place. 
CP advised that walking routes are not necessarily protected. MW asked if 
there was a rights of access map. CP to provide a map of the area.
Action: CP 



Jacky Clift (JC) asked whether these routes could be registered. 
PT suggested looking at this in the Neighbourhood Plan, and will add it to the 
to do list.
Pam Ward and Jacky Clift to liaise regarding a report for Radio 4.
Action: PW and JC

5. Suzi Cumberland, Redrok – Plymouth Half Marathon

Suzi introduced herself and advised that she will be the incoming director of 
the company, following in the footsteps of Nigel Rowe who has been the 
director for 22 years.
Redrok manages sports and other events, and will be combining the 5k, 10k 
and Half Marathon in one event this year, due to Covid. It will be a bigger 
event, but will result in less road closure for the area as this will be reduced 
from 2 events to 1.
Suzi asked for any questions.
JC commented that in earlier years there was not enough information on road
closures. KS advised that there were weekly updates on the PCC website, 
but more information could be included.
Suzi said that they were committed to reducing plastic at the event. They are 
working towards no plastic water bottles. Water points have been reduced 
from 4 to 2, and there will be dedicated clean up teams.
There will be no additional parking provided for competitors and supporters, 
in the desire to cut traffic congestion in the city.
Covid restricting measures will be adhered to, with timed funnelling of groups 
of runners, a Covid alert area, sanitiser stations, no baggage drop off, and St 
Johns Ambulance on site. Redrok are following England Athletics guidelines.
Ana Lambert (AL) asked for providing a Lateral Flow Test pick-up station.
Suzi to look into this.
Action: Suzi
PT to give any feedback after the event.
Action: PT 

6 Neighbourhood Plan (PT)

PT and HK have collated a number of discussion points, and the next meeting
of the sub-groups will review and share out the necessary actions. Following 
this review, the Plan will be rewritten where necessary and will be sent out for 
formal consultation, and will then be submitted to Council.

7. Register Office – PT

PT advised that a formal meeting with Paul Barnard took place. He was very 
impressed with the scope and depth of the work that HNF had 
commissioned. We will proceed with a feasibility study.
Both HNF and PCC will have a very detailed report on the site, and what is 
achievable. 

8. Community Pub



PT informed the meeting that things were moving forward, but Stonegate are 
not willing to sell at this time. The Plunkett Foundation has suggested that 
sometimes situations change. A positive note is that HNF have succeeded in 
having the pub listed as an Asset of Community Value. This means that we 
would be notified of any potential sale and would have an opportunity to bid 
for it and will run for a period of at least 5 years.     

9.   Any Other Business
 KS- The Hoe Gardening Group has been meeting at 10:30 on 

Tuesday mornings at the Depot, on the Hoe.  PCC has provided some
tools, gloves and HV jackets to volunteers. Volunteers work with a 
PCC gardener on the gardens in the Hoe area, including the Anchor 
garden, Peace garden, the Belvedere and the Clock garden and at 
Zion St. Any help is most welcome.
PW said that she had seen signage elsewhere in the country that 
encouraged people to ‘Visit, volunteer, donate’. PT suggested a 
member may like to create a leaflet or notice for the Garden Group.
CP volunteered to provide some funding from his community purse, to 
buy bulbs for planting around the Hoe. KS and GM to discuss and 
submit request/details for funding.
Action: KS et al.
KS suggested creating some form of display at the Anchor Garden to 
commemorate 40 years since the Falklands war, 1982-2022.  CP 
advised to check with the Federation of Ex Service people, and the 
Veterans Community. Pauline Murphy would be a contact.
Action: KS
PT suggested sending a few lines on the Gardening Group to The 
Herald’s community section. 

 Community Volunteering - PT said that CAB is offering the possibility 
of becoming trained to be a debt counsellor.  CP commented that this 
came about from the Covid related scheme of Caring for Plymouth and
the Good Neighbour Scheme. Plymouth is in the top 50 areas for 
personal debt problems.
PT to call CAB and get more information.
Action: PT 

PT asked for help for an incapacitated man at West Hoe, who needs 
assistance with weekly shopping.

 Powerful Women in Plymouth – KS

Heritage Lottery Funding was awarded for the Nancy Astor research 
and celebrations, and for the Powerful Women trail now available in 
the area. We have been approached by Laura Houghton, Plymouth 
Laureate of Words, who is keen to build on this research and to 
engage with the University and students to write and act in a play 
about these women and their network. PT and Prof Judith Rowbotham
have put in a successful bid for funding.  The play will be performed on



26 November at the Jill Craigie Theatre at the University.  This would 
be a fitting bookend to the project, and all legacy work will be offered 
to The Box.  All forum members are invited to put the date in the diary.
Further information in due course.

 Cook-Out at West Hoe Park
PT said that Elizabeth a local resident would like to demonstrate and 
encourage people to try Eritrean food. A bid has been put in for a 
cook-out in West Hoe Park. It is envisaged as a family event with a 
picnic, on a Sunday, to help to bring the community together.  Date to 
be advised.

 Traffic Noise 

Discussion continued around the issue of noise around the area, with 
engine revving, racing, and modified engine noise. 
CP informed the meeting that a different approach is needed. He is in 
discussions with other wards, e.g. Mt Gould, Devonport etc. Many 
areas are facing the same issues, including at large car parks such as 
B&Q. A survey has been conducted, and speeding does not appear to 
be the major issue, rather modified engines and revving.   There are 
CCTvs that record sound. CP is working with Luke Pollard MP on a 
campaign, and also talking with Alison Hernandez. This may be able 
to be included in the Safer Plymouth scheme.

Some members were not convinced that speeding was not an issue, 
depending on the streets involved.

HK said that it was an aspiration of the Transport Group to investigate 
community action, to make some areas a ‘home zone’ speed restricted
area.

 West Hoe Park

There has been continued anti social behaviour in West Hoe Park 
throughout the summer, with groups of youths and adults causing 
distress and nuisance. 
AL commented that she hasn’t noticed improvement following 
requests to the police. AL expressed concerns that it is not only young 
people but also adults engaging in the ASB groups, which could be a 
safeguarding issue. Several members of the public have been 
accosted and abused and police cars not an uncommon sight.
CP said that this had been an issue for a long time. Members need to 
report incidents to the police. The police can get multi agency 
involvement with the young people, and this can target this sort of 
behaviour.  

10.Next Meeting

Next meeting will be on Wednesday 22 September 19:00 – via Zoom.


