
MINUTES
26 January 2022

HOE NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM – Via Zoom due to Covid-
19

1. Welcome and Apologies
Apologies were received from Angela Penrose and Barry Huxley. PT informed
the meeting that Councillor Chris Penberthy (CP) hoped to be able to join the 
meeting at some point, due to diary clashes.

2.  Minutes of previous meeting
Various items remain from the previous meeting, some of which rest with CP.
These items to remain on the minutes:

 Pedestrian lights on Notte St near The Walrus, CP
 Waste bins near the Co-op, CP
 Letter re Water quality of sea/rivers, PT
 Police response to vehicle nuisance/noise, CP 

The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed as a fair and accurate 
report by Martin Worrall and seconded by David Bennett.

3. Councillors Report (CP)
Unfortunately, CP was not able to join the meeting.
PT and HNF appreciate CPs continued support and commitment, and hope 
that he is able to join the next meeting.  
 

4. Planning Report (MW) 

The planning report was sent out prior to the meeting, to allow members to 
consider it before the meeting.



The planning application for changes to Pier 1 was withdrawn, due to 
concerns raised by HNF, Heritage and PCC. A revised proposal has now 
been submitted. However, there are remaining issues e.g. public access down
the steps to the waterfront are still proposed to be blocked off, and building 
work has already begun before approval has been granted, on land not 
included in the lease.  PT has lodged a complaint on behalf of HNF.  
Members are encouraged to make any objections known to Planning. A link 
for this is available on the Planning Report.  

16 St James St West has applied to be changed to a HMO with 11 bedrooms.
There are already several objections from residents in the neighbourhood, 
and HNF intends to object on the grounds of the very small size of the units, 
insufficient natural light in some units, and the likely negative impact on a 
largely family residential area. Please consider supporting these objections. 

21 Walker Terrace. The top floor residents have applied to install a lift shaft. 
HNF have no comments.

23 Lockyer St application has been withdrawn.

BT Street Hub changes are awaiting a decision.  

PT commented that HNF had objections to Pier 1, 16 St James St West and 
had questioned the need for planning applications for Listed Buildings that 
were for very minor alterations, as in 1 external security light.

PW commented that Jacky Clift had put a lot of work into researching the 
open access rules, and it appears as if this may be overridden if Pier 1 is able 
to continue blocking access to the foreshore.

Discussion followed, and it was agreed that rules have changed and now 
there must be 15 objections (as opposed to 7) for any application to be 
considered in Planning Committee. 

There has also been an application to change Sussex Place property which is
currently 2 blocks of student accommodation, to ordinary HMOs. It may be 
that with some change in student numbers, the property is struggling to reach 
full occupancy.
As the regulations for student accommodation are different to ordinary HMO 
regulations, it may well result in up to a further 40 people living in what were 2
family homes, with the additional increase in traffic, noise, waste management
etc.
Sheffield University have published research on Plymouth University student 
housing. They found that the university rapidly expanded student block 
housing, but it was discovered that these were popular for 1st Year students, 
but not for 2nd & 3rd Years, as they preferred to live in their own friendship 
groups, rather than in individual small units. This may lead to issues with 
superfluous student accommodation, as numbers are changing.



PT commented on the Housing research commissioned by HNF from Aecom 
as part of the Neighbourhood Plan/Registry Office activities. This had found 
that there was a spike in the age range for young people, leading potentially 
to a somewhat transitory population. 

5. Neighbourhood Plan (HK)

HK updated the meeting. The Sub Groups’ drafts have been reviewed, and 
there are some outstanding questions. HK will chase Jess Vaughan on the 
responses. Feedback is awaited from Jess, Natural Infrastructure and the 
Heritage Officer. Some text in policies needs adjusting.  Progress is awaited 
on the Register Office. 
PT, HK and Jess to meet and get milestones agreed.
It is hoped that a Referendum will be possible in May 2023.
PW enquired whether Drake’s Island could be included within the locality 
boundaries. PT suggested PW may like to provide some bullet points on this 
idea.

   6. Register Office – PT

PT advised that progress is being made. Further help from Aecom has been 
applied for and a Study is underway, to determine the viability of the 
proposals.  It is hoped that it will be completed in 6-8 weeks.
PT said that the current administration have put the Register Office into a 
portfolio of derelict ground suitable for affordable housing. 
PT, HK and JC will meet with Paul Barnard and the housing officer to discuss
this, soon. 
This news may be a positive step, as it has one of the elements that HNF 
were hoping for. It is hoped that this could be a collaborative development.

7.   Any Other Business

 Woodland Trust
The application to be granted young trees at Plymouth Marine 
Laboratory, around their perimeter fence, was successful. It is 
expected that between  20-30 trees will be delivered for planting in 
Feb-March. Volunteers for helping to plant the trees would be 
welcome.  

 Wassail
PT advised that a Wassail had taken place on the Hoe at the 
Mayflower Orchard, and a number of residents had attended. Songs 
were sung, cider was sprinkled on the trees, and any evil spirits were 
warned away with banging of pots and pans.  It is hoped that next year
another will take place, possibly on a larger scale. Particular thanks to 
Angela Penrose and family and Jake Bradshaw.

 Green Flag renewal.
PT advised that a document relating to Green Flag status for the Hoe 
Parks is due to be completed shortly. It is anticipated that HNF 



activities, e.g. the Hoe Gardening Group will assist with fulfilling some 
criteria.

 HNF Renewal/AGM
PT told the meeting that it is close to needing to apply for renewal of 
the HNF as a neighbourhood forum after 5 years.  
An application form has been received from Jess which requires 
completion, and this may benefit from a consideration of the 
Constitution, and an AGM is required. There is a period of 13 weeks 
for the review. The renewal date is 10 July.
JS raised the issue of Incorporation. This could be considered at the 
AGM.

 Community Support
PT thanked all who had supported a resident at West Hoe, through the
Covid period, for their continued help. The resident has now been 
encouraged to engage with statutory services. As a continued process
of support this has covered 18 months, and those involved are to be 
praised for their community spirit.

 PT asked whether anyone would like to put forward any ideas for 
cultural/social get-togethers. 

8. BS advised that she would not be able to take the minutes, for the next 3 
meetings as she was hoping to go on holiday. An appeal for volunteers was 
issued; otherwise meetings would be unable to go ahead.   A volunteer has 
come forward for February’s meeting.

9. Next Meeting

Next meeting will be on Wednesday 23 February 2022 at 19:00 – via 
Zoom.


