
MINUTES

22 June 2022

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Chris Penberthy, Carole Worrall, Dave and Pam Ward, and 
Angela Penrose.  
A warm welcome was extended to first time attendees, and PT gave a brief update and history of 
Hoe Conservation Area Residents’ Association (HCARA) and HNF.  The two organisations have been 
linked since HNF was formed, and they cover a similar scope of issues and have a similar remit, to act
as guardians of the area and the community. HNF possibly has a wider reach, with more members, 
and with the larger topographical area of the Hoe. 
HNF has a Members Group on Facebook, should any new members wish to join.
PT reminded the meeting that HNF is not aligned to any political party, and welcomes a variety of 
views, as a way of getting neighbours working together.

This meeting will be the first combined meeting of HCARA and HNF. The first half of the meeting will 
address agenda items that are of interest to members of both organisations.  If HCARA members do 
not wish to stay for the latter half of the meeting, which will deal with HNF items, they are welcome 
to leave the meeting.

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (30.03.22)

a) Our HNF member’s photo was submitted and accepted as part of the ‘People ‘art 
installation. People will be required on 4 July, weather dependent, to make up the letters of 
the word as part of the project for a recreation of a photo taken to celebrate volunteering 40
years ago, this is anticipated to weather dependent. All welcome. More details to follow.

b) There are no further details concerning the Quality Hotel site. It is understood that a Garden 
Hilton is proposed for construction at the site, but no planning app has been received yet.

c)  PT has re-applied for Forum status, with unchanged details. It is understood to be 
progressing through the system and should be confirmed by 10 July.

d) It is believed that the lease for Putters pitch and putt site has been taken up, but this has not
been confirmed. No further news has been received.

e) Information/meeting with community Artists Together requested from CP.



Action: CP

f) The issue with loud vehicles is ongoing. Ebikes and escooters have been added to the list of 
some anti social usage. This is a police matter and members are encouraged to report any 
complaints via the police email address 101@dc.police.uk 

g) An update on the rules for use of the electric charging points on Lockyer St is requested. At 
the moment the parking spaces are for all vehicles. Mike Thomasson advised that work is 
being done by the Pedestrian and Transport sub-group of the Neighbourhood Plan, to 
encourage new businesses/developments to address transport issues, and ease parking 
issues.
Action: CP 

h) A roller-skating event on the Hoe was suggested to the HNF for their opinion, by Darren.  CP 
advised that any events must be submitted to PCC via their website, before any 
commitments can be made. 

i) PT will write to Richard Bingley and congratulate him on his new role and will arrange a 
meeting with him with assistance from Judy Tottey to brief him on HNF and its activities.
Action: PT/JT

j) PT to write to Anthony Payne at PCC with concerns around the Register Office premises, 
with anti-social behaviour and general untidiness and to enquire about the use of the car 
parking area at the Register Office, and to request Pay and Display machines for parking 
payment. 
Action: PT

The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed as a fair and accurate report by Mike 
Thomasson and seconded by Amelia Bray.

3. COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

CP sent his apologies, but is unable to attend this meeting. He advised that he was not aware of any 
pressing matters that required attention.
PT to enquire about any difficulties around attending the meetings. HNF greatly values the ongoing 
input and support from CP. PT noted that CP and the Lord Mayor both attended the recent Alfred St 
Street Party, and will attend the upcoming Cook Out on 10 July. Members would appreciate other 
ward councillors attending meetings if CP has diary clashes. 

4. Planning Report (MW)

The Planning Report was sent to members prior to the meeting. A copy is attached to these minutes.
Martin Worrall kindly read the report to the meeting.
PT asked MW to brief the meeting on the role and scope of the Planning Sub-Committee.
MW explained that PT, in her role as Chair, is notified of any planning applications in the 
neighbourhood as a statutory consultee. The group meets and discusses any relevant applications, 
but does not engage with applications that are of a minor or private nature. Larger applications e.g. 
Change of Use, new developments and changed to business premises are discussed and a decision is 
made to either object or to support, or to make no comment.
Members are encouraged to join the group, as the work currently falls to a few members only.
Members can also email MW if they would like to comment on an application, and they can 
comment on-line to PCC.  PT advised that they follow ‘majority rules’ but that if a member strongly 
disagrees, that will be noted.

PT advised that further information is expected soon on plans for development of the former Quality
Hotel site at West Hoe. HNF will attempt to ensure that local opinion is heard.
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5.  HCARA items

No pressing items were presented.
The next joint meeting will be on Tuesday 26 July, at 7:30pm.
It was agreed that if a meeting is expected to take longer, it will be held on a Wednesday starting at 
7:00pm.
 
6. Neighbourhood Plan (NP)

HK briefed the meeting on the history of the HNF Neighbourhood Plan, and updated the meeting on 
the current state of play. 
HK explained that the HNF has the right to write a NP which is a Planning document, with a vision up 
to 2034. It is constrained by the over-arching Plymouth Local Plan. There are 5 sub-groups working 
on the NP since 2019:
Heritage, Blue and Green, Pedestrian and Transport, Housing and Culture, Economy and Tourism.  
The various sub-group drafts have been submitted to PCC and reviewed and returned for 
consideration and any changes.  PT added that the timetable is being held to for having the Plan 
ready for public referendum in May 2023.
The project has been slowed by Covid, but there is now a draft suite of policies and in due course 
these will be put to consultation with the public. Following on from any reviewed changes necessary 
for PCC, a final draft will be submitted to PCC. This will then go to an external examiner, and then has
to go to a Public Referendum.  All stakeholders will be consulted, and HNF is working closely with 
Jesse Vaughan, a designated PCC Planning Officer. 

7.  Register Office 

PT briefly updated the meeting, for the benefit of new attendees, that HNF is currently in dialogue 
with PCC on a vision for the Register Office. It is anticipated that HNF will be a collaborative partner 
in plans to develop the site. Primarily it is hoped that any new development will respect the 
character of the conservation area. HNF have commissioned Feasibility and Viability Studies.
Our vision is to keep the development to 6 storeys, with affordable housing, rather than 52 houses 
and a hotel, which constitutes Policy PLY 27 in the local plan.  Next steps are to review the wording 
of PLY27 and to go back to PCC to review both studies and seek a resolution to the resulting conflict 
between the draft Neighbourhood Plan and the local plan.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

5th Anniversary of HNF 

PT said that it is the 5th Anniversary of the HNF this year, and that there will be a community 
picnic/cook out in the Hoe Park. There is some funding available to support the cook-out. If wet, it is 
planned to use the Bowling Club clubhouse.  Members and their families are invited to join the 
celebrations, with Eritrean food being prepared by Elizabeth, or to bring their own picnics.  It is 
hoped that there will be fun and games on the grass in the park near the Bowling Club. Members are
encouraged to organise any games they wish.
 
Date: Sunday 10 July, at 14:00 – 17:00.



Rough Sleeping/Tents

Several members commented on various tents being used on the Hoe, near the Lady Astor memorial
and elsewhere. 
Some discussion followed, and PT advised that an organisation for assisting homeless people, PATH, 
can be contacted to help in these situations. CP to be asked to advise what is the correct escalation 
procedure.
Action: CP 

The Hoe Toilet Block

A member advised that a large group of European tourists were unable to use the new toilet 
facilities, as their debit cards could not be read by the payment mechanism. There is no availability 
to pay by coin.  Other members commented that the card reader worked but could take several 
minutes to register.
Apparently, this is a nationwide problem.
CP to be asked to enquire about a resolution to the problem
Action: CP

1 Big Summer

PT thanked members for providing constructive feedback on the event and advised the meeting that
it had been compiled and forwarded to the Events Manager for PCC, who has promised to get back 
to us in due course. PT commented that it is an effective manner for HNF to have a voice.

Radford Rd Tennis Courts 

Ana Lambert enquired about the usage of the tennis courts at Radford Park. Having been 
refurbished, they seem to be under-used, and there appears to be a lack of information readily 
available on how to book a court, any club activity, how to get coaching etc.
Peter M advised Ana to contact the LTA. 

  
NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be at the Bowling Club, on Tuesday 26 July 2022 at 19.30, Covid permitting. 
The meeting will be a joint meeting of HCARA and HNF.  The joint meeting trial will continue to the 
end of the year.  There will be alternate 4th Wednesday and 4th Tuesday meetings to try to 
accommodate more members.  Tuesday meetings will start slightly later at 7.30 in line with 
established HCARA timings.  Forthcoming dates are therefore:-

Tuesday 26 July 7.30
Wednesday 24th August 7.00
Tuesday 27th September 7.30
Wednesday 26th October 7.00
Tuesday 22nd November 7.30
December date TBD


