
MINUTES

26th July 2022

HOE NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM 

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Chris Penberthy, Hugh Janes, Joan Jackson, Judy Tottey, 
Barry Huxley and  Angela Penrose.  

2.  Guest Speaker - Tors Froud, National Marine Park (NMP) Engagement & Inclusion Officer, and 
her team 

Tors introduced herself and her colleagues, Rangers Sam and Nick. 
She explained to the meeting that 54% of Plymothians can’t swim. 1 in 18 hasn’t visited the 
waterfront.

Tors and her team are tasked with increasing awareness and use of the NMP across the community, 
and of increasing the understanding of water safety.
Tors detailed various ideas for achieving this, including a Sea Library for watersports kit, swimming 
lessons for school children, and as a diversion tactic for some groups of young people. The team will 
work with Police, MoD, the port, the RNLI, businesses and other groups in the area, among others.
The team is funded by PCC/NMP, and hopes to make use of all the water areas around the city. 
The previous weekend saw the launch of the NMP, with the 2 day Big Blue Splash festival 
encouraging people to have a go at various watersports such as kayaking, paddle boarding, 
snorkelling and keel boat sailing.

Following Tors’ talk, there were several questions.



 Why are the mats on the pontoons coming off?  Tors explained that it was a case of trial and
error, as the correct glue for the mats has to be found.  They will be refurbished.

 How can visitors know what the water quality is like? There is an app by Surfers Against 
Sewage which details water quality on a fortnightly basis. An issue with any signage re the 
water quality is that there is possibly too much around the waterfront already, and it would 
need to be kept updated regularly. There may be scope for signage to deter people from 
jumping off structures into the sea. There is also an Environment Agency Hotline open 24/7.

 PT asked whether Plymouth would be working towards Blue Flag status.  Tors said that Luke 
Pollard is devoting a lot of time to this work.  Possibly medium term aspiration.

 What does the Hoe Gateway appellation mean for Tinside? The Hoe Gateway is the 
Wellbeing Gateway. 

Tors advised that the infrastructure of sites such as the Lido is being investigated, with 
concerns about access via the lift system.
She encouraged members to come forward if they had any ideas or suggestions or would 
like to get involved as volunteers.

PT and the members thanked Tors and her team for an enthusiastic and informative talk and
for the opportunity to get involved in the Big Blue Splash activities.

3.  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (22.06.22)

a) The PEOPLE installation went ahead, and a photo of the art was shown to members.
b) PT has re-applied for Forum status, with unchanged details. It was accepted, and the HNF 

has been reinstated as of 14 July for a further 5 years.
c) The issue with loud vehicles is ongoing. Ebikes and escooters have been added to the list of 

some anti social usage. This is a police matter and members are encouraged to report any 
complaints via the police email address 101@dc.police.uk      CP continues to chase and has 
spoken directly to Alison Hernandez this week.

d) PT wrote to Richard Bingley and congratulated him on his new role, and has invited him to 
attend a HNF meeting in November.

e) PT wrote to Anthony Payne at PCC with concerns around the Register Office premises, with 
anti-social behaviour and general untidiness and to enquire about the use of the car parking 
area at the Register Office, and to request Pay and Display machines for parking payment. 
Here is the response received:-

“Thank you for your email of 30th June regarding your members' concerns about the current 
situation with the vacant Register Office site. 

 
The likely concerns about rough sleepers, drug use and anti-social behaviour at the site, brought to 
focus by the recent sad death of a person found outside the Register Office building, are recognised. 
The Council works with partners to try and minimise the impacts and disruption associated with such
activity, this includes regularly checking the security of the building. In addition further security is 
provided by a drive-by three times a night. I am advised that there have been no reports of break-ins
or damage to the building. You will undoubtedly be aware that the building is occasionally still used 
by the Police Dog Unit and Fire Service for training every 2 to 3 weeks.
 
If anyone is found to be rough sleeping the Rough Sleepers Team look to respond as soon as they 
can, to engage and offer support to connect to the services they might need. Here are links to our 
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website where people can let us know if they are concerned about someone sleeping rough or need 
to report incidents of anti-social behaviour.
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/housing/homelessorrisk/roughsleeping
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/crimepreventionandantisocialbehaviour/reportantisocialbehaviour
 
In view of these continuing concerns the City Council will be making plans for the building to be 
demolished, this will require planning permission. In the meantime we shall explore options for 
appropriate temporary parking on the site, including whether the existing car parking spaces can be 
used prior to the demolition of the Register Office and then working up a parking scheme post 
demolition and prior to the site’s eventual redevelopment, on which the Hoe Neighbourhood Forum 
will be meaningfully engaged. Any change of use to car parking will also require planning permission.
 
I hope this information is of assistance. 
Anthony Payne
Strategic Director for Place
Plymouth City Council”

f) PT thanked all who came to the 5th Anniversary of HNF Cook-out. It was a great success, and 
PT thanked HK for making the Lord Mayor and others welcome, as she was personally 
feeling unwell.  Huge thanks to Elizabeth Tsegay for her delicious food and to Steph Kolinsky 
for organising the event.

The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed as a fair and accurate report by Martin Worrall 
and seconded by Amelia Bray.

3. COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

CP sent his apologies but is unable to attend this meeting. He advised that he was not aware of any 
pressing matters that required attention at this time.

4. PLANNING REPORT (MW)

The Planning Report was sent to members prior to the meeting. An updated copy is attached to 
these minutes. 
Martin Worrall kindly read the report to the meeting.

 Pier One
There was significant discussion around the several proposals for planning permission, to 
extend and significantly modify the use and appearance of the site.
Objections to earlier proposals were received from Historic Environment, and others, 
including HNF. 
A more recent proposal has been received which is not greatly different from the first, and in
the meantime, public access at the East end steps has been blocked, without permission, by 
an attenuation tank. HNF reported this matter to Planning Enforcement in January.  
A show of hands was asked for, and it was unanimously carried that HNF would object again.

 The Walrus
The Walrus’ application for changes to their licensing terms and conditions was objected to 
by a number of bodies and individuals, including the Police, 3 Ward Councillors, HNF, 
Heritage department, and a number of local residents.  These were due to a number of 
issues with breaches of their licence and anti social behaviour inappropriate for the area.



PT thanked members who had compiled and submitted painstaking evidence and details of 
breaches, particular thanks to Amelia and Dorothea for coordinating efforts.

PT to find out if the current licence held by The Walrus can be reviewed.  It is still a 
considerable problem for local residents with the ongoing issues highlighted.
Action: PT with assistance from CP

 Peirson House nearby lanes
MW reported that following the construction of the development, due to fewer parking 
spaces than dwellings, there is pressure on parking and the PCC signage for only resident 
permit parking was taken down and removed 6 times, by persons unknown.  
The yellow lines prohibiting parking have been re-painted, on safety grounds.
New resident permit parking notices will be erected, with signage welded to posts at the 
ends of the lanes. It is hoped this will prove effective.
PCC is considering clamping/towing vehicles that are repeat offenders.
Residents are delighted that yellow lines are to be established in Athenaeum Lane East for 
the first time, something that has been called for for some time.  Thanks to CP for facilitating
the discussion.  Thanks to MW for his involvement. 

5.  HCARA items

No pressing items were presented.

There was discussion of the refurbishment of memorial benches in the area. 
Action: PT to ask for latest details of the scheme from Caroline Rowntree, PCC.

There was comment that Putters was still not open for business, despite having been removed from 
the list of available PCC Leases.
Action: CP to ask re the lease.

The next joint meeting will be on Wednesday 24 August, at 7:00pm.
It was agreed that if a meeting is expected to take longer, it will be held on a Wednesday starting at 
7:00pm.
 
6. Neighbourhood Plan (NP)

HK advised that there is now a draft suite of policies and in due course these will be put to 
consultation with the public. Following on from any reviewed changes necessary for PCC, a final draft
will be submitted to PCC. This will then go to an external examiner, and then has to go to a Public 
Referendum.  All stakeholders will be consulted, and HNF is working closely with Jess Vaughan, a 
designated PCC Planning Officer. 
 PT was pleased to announce that HNF has been successful in being awarded a further grant, of 
approximately £9K, to be able to finish the NP. This is expected to cover the cost of leaflets, 
consulting fees, room hire, etc.
These funds are held on our behalf by Plymouth Octopus Project.  Only incorporated bodies are 
allowed to hold funds and we are only a constituted organisation.

A meeting to be sought with Jess Vaughn, re PLY27 policy wording for the Register Office site.
Action: HK and PT

7.  Register Office 



PT reported that the Viability study has now been submitted to PCC and we are awaiting the 
outcome of a PCC internal meeting to find out more about next steps.  

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

 Sail GP
PT advised that SailGP has now made available 100 free tickets for local residents.
These can be acquired from the website. It is thought that the Duchess of Cambridge may be
at the event, with the GB team.

 The Box
A member advised that there is free live music at The Box in the Cafe area, on Fridays 
between 4-6pm.

 Hoe Lodge music event
Several members have reported their concerns about a very loud ‘private party’, held 
recently at this venue.  They were advised to report their concerns to the Licensing Officer, 
particularly in light of the planning application for premises enlargement recently submitted.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be at the Bowling Club, on Wednesday 24 August 2022 at 19.00. The meeting 
will be a joint meeting of HCARA and HNF.


