
Minutes of meeting held 25 January 2023

1. Welcome and Apologies

PT welcomed attendees at 19.05. Apologies were received from Councillor Chris Penberthy, Jill 
Grange and Barry Huxley, Pam and Dave Ward, and Jon Walton.

Unfortunately Richard Bingley was not able to join the meeting, but it is hoped that he will be our 
guest at the meeting in March. Members may submit questions for Mr Bingley to PT for compiling, if 
they wish. 

2. Minutes and Matters Arising

The minutes of the meeting held on 7 December were read and approved, proposed by Carole 
Worrall and seconded by Lynne Sears.

Matters arising –  PT to approach CP to find out whether funds were available for the new parking 
signage in Mulgrave St.

Action: PT

PT advised that the Wassail held on 15 January had been very successful, and there was a lovely 
atmosphere. The fruit trees had been blessed and the Wassail song was sung. Plymouth Morris 
dancers performed and invited the audience to join in, as did the Sea Shanty singers.  The shanties 
were written and performed by the group “Seaweed in the Fruit Locker”. Everyone enjoyed the 
afternoon, including the performers. A small donation was made to Plymouth Morris, on behalf of 



HNF, and a provisional booking has been made for next year.  Mulled cider and apple juice were 
enjoyed, as were sweet and savoury snacks and cakes provided by volunteers. 

PT thanked those involved in the event, and for the entertainment.

3. Councillors’ Report

CP was unable to attend the meeting, due to ill health.

4. HNF/CARA Planning Update (MW)

The planning report is attached to the minutes.

5. Pier 1 (MW)

MW recapped on the situation with Pier 1. About a year ago a planning application had gone to PCC 
to remove some pillars on the lower level and to extend the cafe terrace with seating and a glass 
frontage.  PCC had refused this application. However, the owner has appealed to the Planning 
Inspectorate.  HNF have repeated their objections, as the changes would alter the historic frontage 
of the building, and would break development rules.  PCC agree with this objection.

PT thanked MW and HK for composing a strong statement to support the HNF objections.

There is also concern about the canopy on the lower deck, which had been installed without 
planning permissions. It is feared that at such a low level there is likely to be serious wave and storm 
damage to the canopy, which would risk danger to the people and the marine environment. 
Another property, Piermaster’s House, is owned by the same company. This property has also had a  
canopy installed, on the wharf.  Planning has now been refused for the canopy, due to poor quality, 
noise pollution, and concerns with storm damage. Issues have also been raised concerning the loss 
of public access to the wharf.
HK added that text is being included in the Neighbourhood Plan which will seek to make the 
foreshore a designated Local Green Space, which will give a level of protection from unsuitable 
development.
Jacky Clift is keeping a watching brief on the project to have a national coast path.  

6. Neighbourhood Plan (HK)

HK briefed the meeting that external consultants Plan-et are assisting with making the wording of 
the Plan more robust, and therefore more likely to be successful. A first draft has been completed, 
with a suite of revised wording.  A  meeting was held with Plan-Et and members of the sub groups, in
order to understand the and discuss the changes. The sub groups will now meet to discuss and 
review the changes, on 1st and 8th February.
The draft will then be finalised and a wider consultation will be initiated.   

7. Register Office (PT)

PT advised that there was nothing further to report, as the PCC Planning Department have not as yet
responded to our vision for the Register Office. This may be due to lack of funding.

  



8. AOB

 A member suggested the possibility of a community application for solar/air heating.
Discussion followed, around the difficulties with getting approval in a conservation area and with 
listed buildings.

Members were encouraged to gather information. Several members are attending the forthcoming 

event on Combustion Free Heat, Power and Energy for Plymouth, on 4th February. Feedback from 
this to be on the agenda for next meeting. 

 1 Big Summer 
PT has received feedback, as below, from Victoria Allen, concerning the 1 Big Summer event 
in 2022: 

I’ve had a good look again through the feedback you sent me.   It  is really useful as it was very balanced and includes 
constructive suggestions for improvements as well as positive comments which are lovely to hear. 
The overwhelming theme seems to be twofold:
 1.       The fencing – the length of time it was in place which prevented access through the middle of the Hoe, and the im-
posing nature of it which blocked the view for concert goers as well as other Hoe users. I am already discussing this 
with the organisers as outlined below.
 2.       The perception that there was no public access to the War Memorial.   We clearly need to do a much better com-
munications campaign about this, which we will definitely do next year.
Other points included:
              Litter on Elliot Terrace and public use of the skips - this is something we should be able to easily address.
              The clash with Jubilee Weekend -   I am very aware the event is again on a bank holiday, and in the school holi-
days.   Another good reason to ensure we take a phased approach to building the site.
              Bad language - I have already had a meeting with the licencing team and the organisers about some of the con-
cerns around bad language.   The organisers have said they will never work with the main offender again.   It is a bit of 
an occupational hazard with live events but something we do want to mitigate as much as possible. 
              The event would be better placed at Central Park, or at Home Park Stadium - we are increasing the use of Cent-
ral Park for concerts instead of using the Hoe.   Last year we had a number of live acts such as Simply Red, Paloma 
Faith, plus a large Tribute band festival, but unfortunately there are no spaces in Central Park that are suitable for a 
concert with over 10,000 attendees.   Please be assured that we have really looked at this in detail – the largest space 
in the park has had millions of investment in drainage systems that will not withstand heavy infrastructure, and the other
spaces are too small, trees in the way etc etc.   You will have seen that Argyle are hosting more concerts at Home Park 
– it is a great venue for big name artists, such as Muse, Kiss etc. but is less attractive for a multi-line up festival style 
event where being in beautiful surroundings is all part of the attraction.
  I am happy for you to share this with the Forum and we can discuss all the points more fully when we meet in Febru-
ary, as well as listening to any other feedback and suggestions. 
 Thanks,Victoria
 Victoria Allen
Marketing and Events Manager
Economic Development
Plymouth City Council
Ballard House
West Hoe Road
Plymouth
PL1 3BJ
Victoria will be attending the meeting in March.

 Electric  Chargers. 
All the local electric chargers have been removed from Lockyer St and the gaps sealed off. 
Action: PT to send a letter to Jonathon Drean, Cabinet Office, to ascertain the situation for 
replacements.
Post meeting – thanks to Joan for forwarding this:-



 Plymouth in Bloom.
It is hoped that Jon Walton will be able to brief the members at the February meeting.

 Green Flag
Caroline Rowntree, Natural Infrastructure Officer, will be meeting with members about the 
application for this year’s Green Flag status in West Hoe Park and the Hoe Park. 

 National Marine Park
There will be a meeting next week, to exchange information with the NMP team re the 
Neighbourhood Plan and how it can fit together with plans for the NMP. This is a chance for 
members to get more actively involved, and to ensure that we have a voice.

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 23 February at 7pm.  Please note this is a one-off 
Thursday meeting as Wednesday, 22nd, the normal date, is PT’s wedding anniversary and she 
wants to stay married! 😊


