NEIGHBOURHOOD
FORUM

Minutes of meeting held 28 May 2025
1. Welcome and Apologies

PT welcomed attendees, including Ward Councillors Alison Raynsford (AR) and Lewis Allison (LA) and
new members, Sharon and Peter Crone. Apologies were received from, Hugh Janes, Hillary Kolinsky,
Kevin Kelway, Patrick O’Connell, Paul Daffern, Ana Lambert, Erica Tiller, Bev Ali, Mary Brinsley and
Rob Yeomans.

PT advised that unfortunately the representative from Cuffe and Taylor re Summer Sessions, is not
able to address the meeting, as hoped. An email listing the streets included in the ballot for % price
tickets will be sent out to the following streets as follows. It’s taken a bit longer than expected to
make sure all the correct protocols around GDPR etc are followed.

Osbourne Place

Holyrood Place

Elliot Street (Up to the junction with Citadel Road)

Citadel Road (From the junction with Elliot Street to the junction with Osbourne
Place)

5. The Grand Flats

6. Azure Flats — South

7. Athenaeum Street
8

9

1
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Zion Street
. Sussex Street
0. Citadel Road (between Sussex Street & Zion Street)

The flyer will look like this:
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SPECIAL OFFER FOR LOCAL
RESIDENTS

Enter Now for a Chance to Get 50% Off Festival Tickets!

As an eligible local resident, you can enter our exclusive ballot
to win tickets at 50% off to this year’s Plymouth Summer
Sessions.

You Could Receive One of the Following:

50% Off 2x Single Day General Admission Tickets (Choice of Any Day)
OR
50% Off 2x General Admission Weekend Passes

How to Enter the Ballot:
Scan the QR Code or visit the link to fill out the entry form.

Entry Deadline: Friday 6" June 2025 at 11:59pm.

~ SCAN ME =~
- 1A P

https://form.jotform.com/251182618711050

CUFFE-TAYLOR




PT voiced concern about several areas of the Hoe that were damaged during the Summer Sessions
last year:

2 Areas of park were damaged: the wildflower area near the Viking Stone, and the Clock Garden.

Both areas are outside the area that Cuffe and Taylor are responsible for. It would be beneficial if
those areas were fenced off/protected with fencing by PCC.

Action: AR asked PT for the name of the PCC person she had spoken to about this.

UPDATE - post meeting with AR’s assistance, PT has liaised with PCC Events Manager and the
Viking Stone will be protected. The Clock Garden will be monitored for adverse activity during the
concerts.

Minutes and Matters Arising
Pier 1 Canopy. Still no news on this item. Further follow up by AR/LA
Action AR/LA

AR commented that No Mow May had been followed in some instances, but that various strips at
the junctions of roads had been cut back for safety reasons, and some other patches for a number of
reasons.

AR advised that camping at the Citadel has been tackled. There are very strict legal parameters, and
due process has been followed. Several people had been issued with a notice requiring them to
move on.

If members see anti-social behaviours (ASBs) they are encouraged to let AR or LA know, with any
details possible, e.g. description, date, time, and any images. This is to only be done if it is safe to do
so. Several issues were raised and noted by AR/LA.

Post meeting:

On Thu, 29 May 2025, 15:41 Alison Raynsford, <Alison.Raynsford@plymouth.gov.uk>
wrote:

OFFICIAL

Dear Penny
| have received a response from the officer dealing with the ASB issue which was

raised last night. The reply | received is pasted below and can be used when
covering the minutes at the next meeting.

All best

Alison

‘We have been made aware of further anti-social behaviour surrounding the beach
huts on the Hoe and what appears to be street drinking. We have asked police to
show a visible presence in the area during patrol times which may help deter this



kind of behaviour. There was also an anti-social behaviour action day yesterday
when a large number of police were deployed to the Hoe area, | will ask for feedback
on whether they witnessed this type of behaviour and any joint work we could do to
try and help resolve it.”

Action: PT. Victoria Allen of PATH to be invited to speak at a future meeting.

AR awaiting approval/ a work programme to move the rocks further back to assist pedestrians, on
the street opposite the Moxy.

Royal Citadel/Lambhay Hill tree felling. PT met with Chris Avent, Richard Poynter (PCC Gardener) and
Street Services officers to discuss the mitigation plan for the loss of trees due to MoD felling. 7 trees
will be planted on the site, and another 29 will be planted in gaps and spaces on the double avenue
leading up to the Naval War Memorial. The MoD will pay for this and for ongoing care. In addition,
the developers of Saltwater Place need to plant up. Another 35 trees will be planted in West Hoe
gardens, Radford Park etc this winter.

Plymouth and South Devon Community Forest has been asked for funding for 4 cherry trees to fill
spaces in the triangle behind the Bowling Club. Any residual funding will go to the Hoe Gardening
Group. There may also be some additional hedging on the Hoe under the scheme.

A member enquired about the choice of tree species for the mitigation plan. PT said that alternatives
to the proposed Hungarian Oak and American Ash could be considered. Anyone interested in
learning more about tree planting across the city should take a look at Plymouth Tree People’s
website — www.plymouthtrees.org. Membership is free and there is a monthly newsletter.

The tree that had been mistakenly cut down in West Hoe Park, a Sequoia, will be replanted by the
person who did so, as will 5 new trees.

AR advised that Town and Country Planning Association had confirmed that Neighbourhood Plans
will be continued, despite changes to national planning rules.

PT said that the minutes of the previous meeting in March had been approved, and that she had
provided a general update in April, as that meeting was cancelled.

3. Councillors Report

AR noted that there was a rush on casework for the area.

e The use of BBQs on the Hoe is being considered, and AR is taking this up with the Fire
Service.

e Dog mess: Discussion is ongoing about additional, discreet, signage.

e The play surface at West Hoe Park is being reviewed.

e Some ice cream vans continue to be running their engines, rather than using the electric
points. Images of this and the offending vans to be sent to AR/LA.

e Members complained of nightly noise issues, with exhaust adapted motorbikes roaring
around some local streets. AR said that the police are aware of this, but need more
information, e.g. number plates, images, descriptions. Please send any to AR/LA.

e 5 new additional PCSOs will be allotted to the waterfront area. Please keep reporting any
ASB:s etc.



A member complained of the number of Beryl bikes left lying around, especially near the docking
stations. As there are now less docking stations around the city, but the same number of bikes, there
appears to be need for redistribution.

Action: AR/LA to raise this issue.

PT raised the issue of the referendum for a Directly Elected Mayor (DEM). It had been hoped that
there would be information provided, for and against, at the meeting by AR and a speaker for the
DEM. Unfortunately, this is not possible at present on the Bowling Club premises, due to electoral
rules governing use of PCC premises. However, PT will try to arrange this at another venue in early
July.

PT declared that her personal opinion is in support of electing a DEM, but in her role as Chair of the
Forum, she remains neutral.

4. Planning Report (MW, CW)
Planning Application Report circulated previously. (Available at the end of these minutes).

Minutes of Planning Meeting discussions (see below)

Members were advised to make any comments via the appropriate website.

Notes kindly provided by Carole Worrall.

Licensing

The Licensing Officer has offered to come and speak to the Forum to explain Licensing processes.
ACTION PT — invite the Licensing Officer to a meeting.

Planning

25/00687/LBC - 4 Elliot Terrace

Comments were made at the meeting as follows:

The building is Grade II* listed, but quite substantial structural work has already started before the
end of the consultation period and before the determination of the application decision. It is noted
that Historic England did not wish to comment on the application, and it was suggested that this may
have been taken as implied consent.

The consensus was that there should be an immediate stop order made to cease the ongoing work.

A resident (DW) has other concerns re. work which has been carried out at 4 Elliot Terrace. These
being:

- There is still a question over the official change of use from residential to aparthotel.

- There is a query as to whether the owners of number 4 are always adhering to due process.



- When the property was renovated, liquid waterproofing was used on the balconies. Numbers 5 and
6 Elliot Terrace were refused permission to do the same, with bitumen being specified as more
suited to a listed building.

- Similarly, while number 4 did not have to replace like with like on the balconies as above, numbers
5 and 6 were refused permission to waive the like for like requirement on grounds of affordability,
when cast iron railings needed replacing. The concern is that those who follow due process are
disadvantaged.

ACTION: PT asked DW to forward her the details

ACTION: ClIr LA has made a note of the above to follow up.

Note: HNF members were reminded that if they see work being carried out on a listed property
without the necessary permission; this should be reported to the PCC Heritage Officer.

25/00641/LBC & 25/00640/FUL — 28 Athenaeum Street
Comments were made at the meeting as follows:

The applicant stated that the space will not be used as a roof garden as implied by some of the
application wording. It is only for exit in the event of an emergency.

The applicant also stated that some agreements have now been made with the subsequent
amendments being made:

- Windows are aluminium not UPVC

- The door is aluminium and is for the emergency exit only

- The privacy screen detail has been agreed.

25/00220/FUL — Hoe Park, Armada Way (Observation Wheel)
Comments were made as follows:

- HJ (by email via PT) — it spoils the view, it is on land which is supposed to be open grass parkland,
and the contract is for 4 years. He asks that the HNF objects.

- DW —is there evidence that it will draw more tourists in?

- LS —the seasonal inflatable at West Hoe always leaves damage to the ground. Is this likely to be the
same with the proposed wheel?

- PT — you can still see where the previous wheel was located.

Clir AR and ClIr LA are of the opinion that this should be called in and go before the Planning
Committee.

A show of hands indicated that the majority agreed that it should be called in so that the details can
really be drilled down with the possibility of robust conditions to protect the site.



The HNF will report a summary of their concerns related to planning issues, to include:
Citing the damage which occurs from the children’s fair (which is also in the same location)
The location being close to the War Memorial

The remaining damage from the previous wheel

The location, in what is an open amenity area for the city’s residents

Make reference to the letter from Historic England

ACTION: PT and MW to liaise and compose a response to the application

25/00713/MJR - Register Office, Pre-application

PT outlined the background to this site. The HNF had been working on an alternative vision for the
site and understood that a collaborative scheme was in place. The site, however, was sold by PCC.

The site was purchased by developers from the Midlands, and PT was invited to a meeting with their
Plymouth architects to discuss the pre-application. The proposed development is very similar to that
of the HNF. The HNF have for 2 years argued against the PLY27 Site Planning Statement — what the
site will realistically support in terms of size and mass is in conflict with PLY27.

Comments were made as follows:

- Affordable housing. If not included in the full application, will there be a $106 buy-out? The HNF
would want it to be retained on the Hoe in accordance with the HNF Plan. Clir AR has similar
concerns and suggested that the developers could approach a registered affordable housing
provider with a view to mixed housing within the block. This may help with the funding/ cashflow of
the development.

- Similarly, the HNF would challenge biodiversity net gain being elsewhere — it should stay in the Hoe
area.

- Concern was raised that the commercial units would remain empty as has happened with other
developments.

- The pre-app is looking at retaining the high quality trees only. PT has requested Tree Preservation
Orders for all the trees on the site, which has not yet been acknowledged by the Tree Officer.

- HJ (by email via PT) — opposes the proposal due to poor design and the fact that car usage should
be deterred.

HNF response — it was agreed that the HNF are taking a pragmatic approach but would like to have
more detail. Therefore, we would respond in terms of applauding the positives of the proposed
development, and the fact that it concurs so closely with the HNF vision for the site, but that we
have concerns as noted above.

ACTION: PT and MW to formulate a response to the pre-application.



5. Neighbourhood Plan

PT advised that the feedback from residents, stakeholders and PCC etc is being worked through. The
next step is to discuss this with our Locality advisor next week. PT thanked Jacqui Berry for the many
hours she has spent collating and adjusting the document.

The next iteration of the Plan will be sent to PCC.

As the Register Office has now been sold, it has largely gone away as a source of contention in the
Plan, and it is hoped that the Plan will be able to progress to Referendum, in due course.

AOB

e A member pointed out that the boules pitch is in very poor repair, and needs new
surfacing and new sleepers for the perimeter. Discussion followed, and members
said that they would be willing to undertake these themselves, if PCC agreed.
Access to the site for materials would need to be agreed on with PCC.

Action: AR/LA to enquire.

e The Labour Office on Alfred St may be put up for sale in the future.

e PT suggested a Summer Picnic on the Hoe, on Sunday 13 July, to celebrate the 8"
Anniversary of the Forum.

e For accuracy, it was confirmed that the Astor tiara recently listed for sale at
Bonham’s is not the jewel donated to PCC by the Astors. The tiara is owned by the
Astors. The jewellery given to PCC contains a diamond necklace.

e A member enquired about the ownership/future of 83 Citadel Rd. This has been
inspected by PCC investigating officers and deemed unfit for habitation. It is
therefore lying empty in a poor state of repair. It is believed that the owner died,
and it is not known who the current legal owner its.

Action: AR/LA to enquire

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be on Wednesday 25" June 2025 at 7pm.

23" May 2025 — HNF PLANNING UPDATE

For links to PCC web sites regarding Planning and Licensing please see
the addendum at the end of this report.
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LICENSING APPLICATIONS (NEW)




None
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (NEW)

25/00628/MOR — 1 Pier Street

Pre-application for use of first and second floor maisonette as 2no. self-contained holiday lets (Class
C3)

We are in the process of purchasing a 3-bed maisonette in which each floor has its own bathroom
and kitchen.

| want to be able to rent it out as two high quality self-contained short-term holiday lets. Before we
purchase the property, is this proposal something that the council would be likely to allow.

25/00736/EXUS — 8 & 9 Radford Road

Establish existing use as 9 flats (Class C3)

These two properties had permission in 1989 to operate as 6 flats and a maisonette but are now
operating, and have been for many years, as 9 flats. The current owner is applying for retrospective
permission.

25/00649/LBC & 25/00648/FUL - 23 Lockyer Street (Next to Club Inferno opposite Theatre Car
Park)

Change of use of building to 5 flats and associated internal and external building alterations

The Listed Building alterations proposed in this application are already consented under a 2021
application (21/01432/LBC). A legal start was made to that consent in 2023 in the form of the
removal of the modern staircase between ground and basement. Other changes consented in 2021
have not yet been implemented and are captured in this application for the sake of completeness.
This application proposes to convert the vacant basement first, with the upper floors to follow later.
The conversion proposal has been based on the principle of minimal alterations to original fabric and
adopting conservation best practices. Every effort has been made to minimise impact to the historic
fabric of the building. The design of the conversion makes use of original internal walls and doors as
far as possible, with modern additions being removed.

A measured sound report, of the noise from the adjacent nightclub, was undertaken during club
opening hours in July 2024 (club now closed) to allow for designed sound insulation to be
incorporated.

In summary the proposals will not cause any substantial harm or loss to the Grade Il listed building
and intends to revert the property back into its original residential use whilst sympathetically
converting the property.

Comments by 4" June

25/00687/LBC - 4 Elliot Terrace

Altered vehicle openings and new garage doors.

This property has had permissions in 2018 & 2019 for alterations to provide three additional
apartments, a roof terrace & lift access. This application seeks to amend the garage door openings
into a garage and a storage space. The garage door openings in the wall will be increased in width
and decreased in height to allow the fitment of Up & Over garage doors, which will match the
existing visual style.

Comments by 11" June




PLANNING APPLICATIONS (NEW)

25/00641/LBC & 25/00640/FUL - 28 Athenaeum Street

The proposal is to utilise the flat roof of the tenement by amending the existing window opening to
provide door access onto a roof top decking area with a metal guard rail on top of the parapet walls.
The new door will fit within the width of the existing window opening; however, a section of the wall
below the window will need to be removed. The guarding rail will be at 17100mm above the decked
level.

Alfred St
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PCC Urban Design

In summary, we have no objection to the principle of using the flat roof as a roof garden/amenity

space, but consider the proposed design requires improvement before we can support the scheme.

e The design and size of the terrace to be reviewed to mitigate privacy impacts and to reduce the
extent to which it is visible from the public realm. E.g. the terrace and balustrade should be set
back from the east parapet and we recommend that the remainder of the flat roof space be
treated as a green/sedum area.

e The design of the terrace should include a privacy screen to not prejudice the ability of the
neighbouring properties to also become roof gardens in the future.

e The quality of the proposed materials needs to be worthy of the listed building and Hoe
Conservation Area context and we would recommend the use of glass balustrades rather than
metal guarding and the privacy screen could be glass with a frosted finish.

e A hardwood or aluminium door would be more suitable that the proposed uPVC and it will be
important that all materials, metal parts in particular, are of marine-grade specification.

e We also agree with the Historic Environment Officer’'s comments that the opportunity be taken
to replace/upgrade other existing uPVC components on the building which do not appear to
have been approved since the buildings listing in 1954. These improvements, perhaps including
decluttering and repainting, could do much to balance in favour of the scheme

Comments by 11" June

25/00574/FUL — Astor Court, Block A, B and Studio, 163 Notte Street

Removal of combustible cladding materials and replace with non-combustible materials, and the
installation of new sprinkler system.

Planning applications for fire safety improvements have been made in previous years, and this
application seeks to overcome PCC issues with previous designs as well as new safety upgrades
following on from more recent inspections. A new sprinkler system is to be installed and



replacement of the existing stainless steel and zinc rainscreen cladding systems. Carry out remedial
works to the existing insulated render system, cavity barriers and replacement of combustible
materials.

PCC are in discussion over the materials used and colours for the new external cladding and render
with the aim of maintaining the look to being similar to the current design.

Comments by 17" June

PLANNING APPLICATIONS (NEW)

25/00220/FUL - Hoe Park, Armada Way, The Hoe

The siting of a 36m high Observation Wheel for 4 years between 1st March and 30th September on
an annual temporary basis. The observation wheel will occupy the site of a former observation
wheel which is a designated portion of the open grassland.

Opening hours are Monday to Saturday: 08:00 - 21:00, Sunday / Bank Holiday: 09:00 - 21:00

Mitigation Measures

e The structure will sit on sleepers placed on track mats, avoiding permanent ground disturbance.

e The base and perimeter of the wheel is self-contained and surrounded by powder-coated steel
railings.

e Positioning of the wheel to maintain open sightlines and key views, particularly towards the
waterfront.

e Ensuring that the installation footprint does not impede major pedestrian routes or recreational
activities.

e Removal of the structure after the temporary period to fully restore the grassland to its original
condition.

¢ Maintaining low noise levels through electric motor use and controlled ambient music.



e A pre-commencement installation of tree protective fencing will be installed to ensure trees are
not inadvertently damaged by the project activity.

Comments by 17" June

PLANNING APPLICATIONS (NEW)

25/00713/MJR - Former Plymouth Register Office 49 Lockyer Street

Pre-application for demolition of the existing building and construction of a mixed use building
containing residential apartments, commercial units and associated undercroft parking and
landscaping.

The Joint Local Plan designates the land for mixed-use development with a hotel and housing,
potentially accommodating around 52 homes. An analysis of the site has highlighted that this PCC
proposal would require an overlarge footprint and a building height to a level that would have
significant effects on ‘rights of light’ and ‘overlooking’ on neighbouring properties.

This proposal is for circa 50 dwellings, including parking at approximately one parking space per unit,
which results in a more acceptable building height of 3 stepping up to 6 stories with the 5™ & 6
stories set back.

An enlarged landscaped pedestrian way will be maintained on the northern edge of the site.

Citadel Rd View
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Lockyer St View

PLANNING APPLICATIONS (PREVIOUS)

25/00567/FUL — 1 Radford Rd

Change of use from language school (Class F1) to 13 residential apartments (Class C3), inc. roof
extension, demolition of courtyard buildings, external alterations, and landscaping.

PCC Housing Delivery Team

This proposal is broadly supported as it will deliver much needed smaller homes that meet Space
Standards as well as the provision of accessible units. We are concerned, that there is no affordable
housing proposed when a scheme of 13 units, 3 should be affordable. We note that the applicant
proposes to claim Vacant Building Credit however we have seen no evidence that the Language
School who recently vacated did not do so for the purposes of redevelopment.

The developer has stated that:

The previous owner transitioned to an online-only model, as maintaining physical premises was no
longer viable. No commercial buyer could be found and therefore conversion to housing is the best
option.

Environment Agency

We recommend that this application is not determined until sufficient information is submitted to
demonstrate how foul and surface water can be disposed of without increasing the risk of sewer
flooding and pollution of the water environment. The site is located within a Critical Drainage Area
due to the reliance on combined drainage systems where the surface water uses the same pipes as
foul water. Climate change predictions indicate that the frequency and intensity of short heavy
rainstorms will increase, meaning these problems are likely to be exacerbated.



The alteration to 13 residential units will result in an increase in foul flows to the sewer which would
be reduced in storm events, increasing the risk of sewer flooding and combined sewer spills. This
may constitute an unacceptable risk of pollution and therefore mean the development does not
represent an acceptable use of land.

The developer

We understand we need to make a betterment on surface water discharge to combined sewers and
where possible we propose to survey the onsite drainage networks and install Sustainable Urban
Drainage systems (SuDS) where feasible.

South West Water

We have no issues with the proposed development as this is an internal refurbishment, and
betterment will be undertaken using SuDS where appropriate.

Lead Local Flood Authority
No comment has yet been submitted
Public Heath

The development will lead to additional population growth placing greater pressures on existing
health services, e.g. the nearest GP surgery is already at or over capacity within its existing footprint.

To mitigate the impacts, and to contribute to the delivery of sustainable communities, it is
considered appropriate that this development should contribute £5,470 towards necessary
improvements in the city’s health infrastructure.

Awaiting Decision

25/00531/FUL - Flats 1 - 40, Citadel Court, 2 Elliot Street
Installation of rooftop handrail to provide safe access for maintenance purposes.
Granted

25/00280/FUL - 10 Sussex Place

Ground floor and first floor rear extension with balcony and roof terrace above.

Granted

PLANNING APPLICATIONS (PREVIOUS)

25/00504/FUL - Flat 5, 24 Elliot Street

Replacement casement window and external staircase

Granted

25/00293/LBC - Flat 26 (4*" Floor (Attic)), 24 Elliot Street

Replacement sash windows and doors to improve thermal performance

Granted



25/00385/FUL — 2 Alfred Street
Change of use of hotel/guesthouse (Class C1) to single dwelling house (Class C3)

Granted

25/00422/MOR - 2 Pier Street (Former GP surgery, now vacant site)
Pre-application advice sought for a temporary car park

PCC state: The site is within an area designated within the JLP as a ‘local shopping centre’ which
seeks to retain local services and facilities which serve their communities. The proposed temporary
use of the site is not considered to accord with the aspirations of this policy.

There is significant concern that the Car Park, whilst suggested as a temporary use, that the cost of
the physical works would likely result in further applications to extend the timeframe as experienced
elsewhere.

This in turn would be likely to stifle and/or delay the opportunity for the site to be re-developed.
Therefore, officers are unlikely to support the current proposal, were it to progress to a planning
application.

We would recommend consideration of a revised scheme which incorporates residential units.

PLANNING (MISCELLANEOUS)

Pier One, Hoe Rd & Corinthian, Madeira Rd
Unapproved Canopies

No further feedback from PCC who still state “they are investigating any actions to be taken.”
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ADDENDUM A

Planning — Viewing applications
You can view any of the planning applications listed below by visiting

https://planning.plymouth.gov.uk

and searching using the planning application number or address shown below.
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Planning - Commenting on applications

Comments can be submitted to Plymouth City Council by the methods below. Please
include your name, address and the application number and clearly state if you ‘Object’ or
‘Support’ the application




1. Email to: planningconsents@plymouth.gov.uk

2. By post to: Strategic PCC Planning and Infrastructure, Floor 2, Ballard House, West Hoe
Road, Plymouth, PL1 3BJ

3. PCC Public Access Portal — You will need to have, or set up, a personal account for PCC
access
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Planning — Reporting unauthorised developments:

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/report-alleged-unauthorised-development
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Licensing - Commenting on applications

https://licensing.plymouth.gov.uk/1/WcaHome
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Report Noise Issues (businesses or neighbour’s)

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/noise




