NEIGHBOURHOOD
FORUM
Minutes of meeting held 25 June 2025
1. Welcome and Apologies

PT welcomed attendees, including Ward Councillor Alison Raynsford (AR). Apologies were received
from Paul Daffern, Martin and Carole Worrall, Lynne Seers, Councillor Lewis Allison, Mary Brinsley
and Dave and Pam Ward.

PT advised that unfortunately the representative from Cuffe and Taylor re Summer Sessions, was not
able to address the last meeting, as it turned out she had recently left that organisation.

2. Minutes and Matters Arising
Pier 1 Canopy and Royal Corinthian Canopy. Still no news on this item. Further follow up by AR/LA

Action AR/LA
Action: PT. Victoria Allen of PATH to be invited to speak at a future meeting.

Rough sleeping — A member said that there are currently approximately 7 tents around the Citadel
walls.

Previous Minutes — A member asked for an amendment to a planning application note in the May
Minutes. The member will provide PT with a proposed amendment, and this will be considered for
amendment by the Planning team and PT.

Action: John Smith/Martin W on return

4 Elliot Terrace — The work on the garage has been stopped, and is being taken up by LA.

83 Citadel Road — This item rests with LA.



PT asked for an update, and will email LA directly.
Action: LA to investigate these items.

The minutes, subject to amendment, were proposed by Jacki Berry, and seconded by John Smith.
3. Councillors Report

AR presented the report.

Purple Bin on the Hoe - AR commented that recently an image had been posted on X of a purple
locked bin on the Hoe. The Beagle (a local journal) followed up with this image. AR would like to
make clear, for the record, that it was not a PCC bin — it was a Commercial Waste bin which had
been moved from its original location.

AR asked for updates if the bins and seats removed from the Hoe for the Summer Sessions are not
returned in 2 weeks.

BBQs on the Hoe - this is being considered, and AR is taking this up with the Fire Service, and has
raised it in Council.

Rocks near the Moxy — A member who was given a parking ticket has had this rescinded as there are
no yellow lines at that spot. Currently, no cars are parked and causing a nuisance.

Site Safety - A member enquired about the lack of site H&S notices around the Rusty Anchor area
near the RNLI building. Site work is ongoing.

Action: AR will enquire.

Anti-Social Behaviour — ASB relating to The Belmont in Citadel Rd has been raised. AR stated that it
is being investigated by multi agency officers. Any residents that have issues, to let PT know, and
they will be forwarded to AR.

Damage to Cars - Several Elliott St cars have sustained keying damage and other damage due to
careless driving. These issues to be reported to the Police.

Action: AR will report to the Police.

Action: PT to invite Police to a Meeting.

A member wished to thank Richard Poynter, PCC Gardener, for acting on his behalf.
Boules Surface on the Hoe - AR is progressing an enquiry into this.

Investigation into DBM — A member advised that as part of the ongoing investigation, there will be a
Victim Support Officer available. Unfortunately, as of this date, no one has been contacted by the
Police. AR suggested that if this is unchanged in a week, to let her know.

4. Planning Report (MW, CW)
Planning Application Report circulated previously. (Available at the end of these minutes).

Minutes of Planning Meeting discussions (see below)




Members were advised to make any comments via the appropriate website.

Licensing

The Licensing Officer has offered to come and speak to the Forum to explain Licensing processes.
ACTION PT - invite the Licensing Officer to a meeting.

Planning

25/00641/LBC & 25/00640/FUL — 28 Athenaeum Street

The applicant reported that discussions are ongoing with the planning officer and he hopes the
matter will be resolved soon.

25/00220/FUL — Hoe Park, Armada Way (Observation Wheel) and
25/00713/MJR - Register Office, Pre-application

AR apologised, and said that LA had not called in The Wheel objections in time, but thought that it
can be raised informally by the Councillors.

PT sent the following comments on behalf of HNF:

From: Penny Tarrant <penbilly@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, 19 Jun 2025 at 08:52

Subject: Hoe Neighbourhood Forum comments - 25/00220/FUL and 25/00713/MJR
To: Planning Consents <planningconsents@plymouth.qgov.uk>

Dear Sirs,

Discussions regarding these two applications were held at the HNF monthly meeting of the
28 th May 2025 and the following comments are the result of this meeting.

REFERENCE: 25/00220/FUL
PROPOSAL: Siting of observation wheel on an annual temporary basis
ADDDRESS: Hoe Park, Armada Way, The Hoe Plymouth PL1 2PA

COMMENTS:

There were some positive and negative views discussed with the conclusion that our
Councillor representatives would call the application ‘in’ so that we can drill down into the
detail of the proposals.

e We echo the Historic England concerns, not at the principle of a Ferris Wheel near the
Hoe, but at the proposed position of the wheel close to the monuments and on parkland.
e Blocking an area of open amenity for the city’s residents. This area is used by a wide
selection of people for an array of games and pastimes

e The fact that it is still possible to see where the previous wheel was years ago and the
grass was never repaired back to an acceptable condition.



It should also be noted that there is similar damage to the park from the children’s fair, which
occupies a similar site. The Ferris Wheel would displace this annual temporary fair, which
could result in further damage to trees and parkland.

We would propose that bonds put forward for the use of the Hoe Park for these types of
activity should be increased in value and rigorously enforced when damage occurs.

REFERENCE: 25/00713/MJR

PROPOSAL: Pre-application for demolition of the existing building and construction of a
mixed-

use building containing residential apartments, commercial units and associated undercroft
parking and landscaping.

ADDRESS: Former Plymouth Register Office, 49 Lockyer Street, Plymouth, PL1 2QD

COMMENTS:

HNF members applauded the positives of the proposed development in that its height
concurs closely with the HNF vision for the site and the more acceptable parking provision
than previous developments that led to residents’ parking issues on the surrounding streets.

However, we have some concerns:

e Lack of provision of affordable housing. It was suggested that the developers could
approach a registered affordable housing provider with a view to mixed housing within the
block. This may even help with the funding / cash flow of the development.

e If affordable housing is not included in the full application, will there be a S106 buy-out? if
so, the monies should be retained n The Hoe Forum area in accordance with the HNF Plan
for the provision of affordable housing.

e Similarly, the HNF would challenge biodiversity net gain being allocated elsewhere — it
should stay in the designated Hoe Forum area, which is acknowledged to have extremely
low canopy cover and has been described by an expert as a 'green desert', as it has such
low biodiversity.

e Concern was raised that the commercial units would remain empty as has happened with
other developments in the area. Some kind of provision for a communal area, accessible to
the public, could be made available within the scheme, as proposed by the HNF vision for
the site.

e The pre-app states the applicant is “looking at retaining the high-quality trees”, whilst the
HNF would like to see as many trees as possible retained on site. An application for TPOs
based on trees being at risk and with high amenity value has been made but has not yet
been acknowledged. This has become a greater issue since the loss of other significant
trees in The Hoe Forum area.



It should also be noted that the HNF greatly appreciated the chance to sit down with the
applicants' representatives to discuss the outline scheme. It is hoped that this constructive
dialogue can be continued throughout the application process.

An additional Planning Application has been noted:

APPLICATION 25/00844/FUL 2 Cliff Road
This is an application for temporary parking, including pole-mounted camera and associated works.
Members are invited to view on the PCC website.

Some West Hoe members expressed their concerns with the ongoing activities at the old Quality Inn
site by PCC contractors Holbrook. Access routes were unclear on the original application, and there
are very large 6-wheel lorries bringing bulk materials. Working hours were breached (which has now
ceased) and there are on-going issues of noise, dirt and the use of inappropriate access roads.

Action: AR will make enquiries.
Action: Martin Smith to send his information to AR

5. Neighbourhood Plan

PT advised that the latest news is that the government is ceasing funding Neighbourhood Plans. PT
asked AR to register the HNF deep disappointment and concern. PT advised that a petition has
been put on the HNF fb group for members to sign if they wish to. AR has subsequently established
that funding will indeed be removed for any new Neighbourhood Plans. HNF has already had the
maximum amount of funding so is not directly affected.

PT advised that she had requested TPOs on various mature trees around the Register Office site,
now that the site is no longer owned by PCC. She has subsequently been advised that the protection
afforded by the trees being in a Conservation Area is commensurate with that of a TPO.

JB and HK updated the meeting.

A meeting had taken place with Dave Chapman, from Locality, to discuss changed to be made to the
Plan. As a result, a huge colour coded spreadsheet has been devised, and it has been decided to
make a publishable version to go on the HNF website.

The approach to making the changes to the Plan has been decided upon. HK has studied the Design
Guide as PCC requested, and a plan is in place. Dave Chapman is supporting us with some of the
more complex elements.

6. Register Office — Destruction of Natural Habitat.

AR and PT and members briefed the meeting on the recent criminal damage which appears to have
been done by the owners of the Register Office. The bushes, young trees and shrubs around the
Register Office have been allowed to grow and provide dense habitat for birds and other creatures.
This week, a team of contractors cut down all these, causing untold damage to nesting birds,
fledglings and other creatures. It was apparent that this was in contravention of laws to protect
nesting birds and was stopped as quickly as possible by Planning Enforcement and other relevant
agencies. A contractor was seen to be wearing PCC Hi-Vis jackets that they had found inside the



Register Office. The contractors were ordered to cease and desist, as this is also a Conservation
Area. PT, AR, numerous local residents, Richard Poynter of PCC Gardens, Jo the Bird Lady and Zoe
were involved in trying to save the baby birds, plus advice was sought from RSPB. Five Police officers
were on site, and the PCC Enforcement Officer took notes and images of the damage.

Unfortunately, despite prolonged and extensive attempts to save the nests and fledglings, it is not
likely that this was successful. A nest was relocated into a nearby tree, but it is unlikely that the bird
survived.

7. Summer Session Feedback

PT said that several points of feedback have been raised via email:

'l thought they agreed for a footpath through the middle so that people could access
the hoe. But my mum said she had to walk all the way down to the end and all the way
round to get to me at pier one. A footpath could run behind the stage and have a
guard on each end so that you can only walk through it and not linger. It's just awful that
you can't get through the middle.

The other thing is they took the number 25 bus off. They stopped all traffic onto the hoe
seafront. | don't know what the justification for this was. The least they could have done
is let the bus through and that would've serviced all the residence. Even for the race for

life and other events they merely reroute it.
Action: Joan Jackson to send PT details of number 25 bus.

Action: AR to make enquiries.
Members were also concerned about bin and seat removal for a few weeks.

PT commented that although Heras fencing was put in place to protect the wildflower area, it
also blocked access to that part of the Hoe. There was also some damage to the grass.

Further concern has been expressed over root damage to trees at various events as participants
are not avoiding the root protection zones.
Action: PT to discuss with Events Manager

A member gave positive feedback about the music, and the general behaviour.

It was felt that the hoardings took a long time to be removed — approx a week.

It was felt that not allowing chairs into the arena was prohibitive to older members and those
with limited standing capacity.

8. AOB

e PT advised that there will be a Summer Picnic on the Hoe, 2pm on Sunday 13 July,
to celebrate the 8" Anniversary of the Forum. All invited — bring something to eat,
and any outdoor games you might like to share. This will be held above the Boules
pitch or in the Bowling Club if wet.



e AR said that the bus lanes/bus stops along Royal Parade will be changing. PCC staff
will be on site to explain the changes. Currently buses parallel park along the kerb,
but going forward, they will be parking in a chevron fashion. New electric buses are
now in use.

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be on Wednesday 23 July 2025 at 7pm.

For links to PCC web sites regarding Planning and Licensing please see
the addendum at the end of this report.

15" June 2025 — HNF PLANNING UPDATE

For links to PCC web sites regarding Planning and Licensing please see
the addendum at the end of this report.
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LICENSING APPLICATIONS (NEW)
None

PLANNING APPLICATIONS (NEW)
25/00798/EXUS - 11 Radford Road, West Hoe

Retrospective permission for use as 5no. flats

Granted

PLANNING APPLICATIONS (PREVIOUS)

25/00649/LBC & 25/00648/FUL - 23 Lockyer Street (Next to Club Inferno opposite Theatre Car
Park)

Change of use of building to 5 flats and associated internal and external building alterations

The PCC Public Protection Service do not believe that this property is suitable for conversion as long
as there is, or can be, an adjacent entertainment venue licenced from 10am to 6am 7 days a week
due to noise and vibration concerns.

Awaiting Decision

25/00687/LBC - 4 Elliot Terrace
Altered vehicle openings and new garage doors.

Awaiting Decision

25/00641/LBC & 25/00640/FUL - 28 Athenaeum Street

The proposal is to utilise the flat roof of the tenement by amending the existing window opening to
provide door access onto a roof top decking area.

PCC Historic Environment are not against the principle, but object to the proposed materials being
used.



Neighbours - Three neighbours have objected on privacy grounds and the setting of precedence for
future conversions on other properties. One neighbour has supported.

Awaiting Decision

25/00574/FUL — Astor Court, Block A, B and Studio, 163 Notte Street

Removal of combustible cladding materials and replace with non-combustible materials, and the
installation of new sprinkler system.

One public objection:

| object to the stainless-steel cladding being downgraded to zinc cladding. The applicant has not
explained why a like-for-like replacement can't be fitted. The existing iridescent stainless-steel
cladding makes the building striking and visually interesting. The proposed "charcoal blue" zinc
cladding will turn it into a dull, mundane building.

Awaiting Decision

25/00713/MJR - Former Plymouth Register Office 49 Lockyer Street

Pre-application for demolition of the existing building and construction of a mixed use building
containing residential apartments, commercial units and associated undercroft parking and
landscaping.

Await any formal planning application being made.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS (PREVIOUS)

25/00220/FUL - Hoe Park, Armada Way, The Hoe

The siting of a 36m high Observation Wheel for 4 years between 1st March and 30th September on
an annual temporary basis. The observation wheel will occupy the site of a former observation
wheel which is a designated portion of the open grassland.

Natural England — We consider that the proposed development will not have significant adverse
impacts on statutorily protected nature conservation sites or landscapes.

The Gardens Trust - There is concern that the observation wheel may obstruct key views from within
the park and thus, further analysis of this is required as part of the Heritage Statement in order to
ascertain the impact the wheel may have on such views. Greater justification as to the chosen
location is also sought.

Historic England - There is concern, not at the principle of a Ferris Wheel near the Hoe, but at the
proposed position of the wheel close to the monuments.

Urban design

1. In summary, although we support the principle of an observation wheel of the Hoe to increase its
leisure / destination potential (Joint Local Plan (JLP) Policy PLY20 / PLY21 etc), we are concerned
about the proposed siting of the wheel (which is similar to that of the previous refused application
(23/01795/FUL)).

2. It is regrettable that the applicant has chosen not to respond to our concerns and suggestions on
the refused application. It is also a shame that the applicant has not entered into pre-application
discussions about a prominent proposal in such a sensitive area.



3. The application proposes that the wheel be installed for 7 months a year every year, for 4 years.
We are concerned about the length of this time period and the precedent it would set for a rolling
series of future temporary consents thereafter. The length of time the wheel is proposed to be in
place elevates the urban design consideration to a higher “image of the city” level than would be the
case with a shorter temporary one-off arrangement like that which was previously proposed.

4. In the current proposed location, the wheel would affect the setting of multiple heritage assets
and strategic axial views along Armada Way, as well as becoming an ongoing feature on what is
effectively the front page of Plymouth.

5. As with the previous refused application (23/01795/FUL), we recommend that an alternative, less
sensitive location should be found for the wheel. Some options that could be considered include
around the west end of the Hoe Promenade, or at West Hoe Park, or perhaps on the former Quality
Hotel site.

One public objection was made on the loss of public space by the installation.

Awaiting Decision

25/00567/FUL — 1 Radford Rd

Change of use from language school (Class F1) to 13 residential apartments (Class C3), inc. roof
extension, demolition of courtyard buildings, external alterations, and landscaping.

Awaiting Decision

PLANNING (MISCELLANEQUS)

Pier One, Hoe Rd & Corinthian, Madeira Rd
Unapproved Canopies

No further feedback from PCC who still state “they are investigating any actions to be taken.”
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ADDENDUM A

Planning — Viewing applications
You can view any of the planning applications listed below by visiting

https://planning.plymouth.gov.uk

and searching using the planning application number or address shown below.
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Planning - Commenting on applications

Comments can be submitted to Plymouth City Council by the methods below. Please
include your name, address and the application number and clearly state if you ‘Object’ or

‘Support’ the application




1. Email to: planningconsents@plymouth.gov.uk

2. By post to: Strategic PCC Planning and Infrastructure, Floor 2, Ballard House, West Hoe
Road, Plymouth, PL1 3BJ

3. PCC Public Access Portal — You will need to have, or set up, a personal account for PCC
access
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Planning — Reporting unauthorised developments:

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/report-alleged-unauthorised-development
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Licensing - Commenting on applications

https://licensing.plymouth.gov.uk/1/WcaHome
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Report Noise Issues (businesses or neighbour’s)

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/noise




